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The UPNA Fall General Meeting will be held Thursday, October 29, 2026 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Central Community of Christ Church at 1645 Penn Avenue.  
Guest Speakers include Ganesh Ganpat, DSM Parks and Recreation     
Cemetery Supervisor, who will share interesting stories about our            
cemeteries.  He will touch on the history, legends, and other fun                  
information.  He has a  cemetery story about an ax murder.  Linda        
Westergaard, Ward 2 City Council Member and other elected officials will 
bring us up to date on city and neighborhood issues.  We also will welcome 
Theresa Greenfield with Invest DSM.  The agenda includes a review of UPNA 
activities and events in 2026 and election of officers.  There will be door 
prizes.  Please feel free to bring a bag of candy to the meeting for the   
Thompson Treat event.  The Central  Community of Christ Church is located 
on the corner of Penn Avenue and Cherokee Avenue.  There is plenty of  
parking available.  Union Park Neighborhood Association has a long-
standing policy that candidates for elected office may not campaign at our 
meetings.  

Fall General Meeting 
Thursday, October 29 at 7:00 PM  

Halloween Night in Des Moines is 

October 31 from 6 to 8 p.m.  

Thompson Treat is 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Thompson Avenue between East 
14th Street and Glenbrook     
Avenue.  New this year to 
Thompson Treat is the addition 
of East 13th Street between   
Mattern Avenue and Thompson 

Avenue. 
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UPNA       
Meeting Invitation 

  The Union Park Neighbor-

hood Association holds a 

Spring and Fall General Meet-

ing.  We also have bi-monthly 

board/member meetings that 

are held the 2nd Tuesday of 

odd months (Jan., Mar., May, 

July, Sept. & Nov.) Meetings 

start at 7:00 pm at Grand 

View University in the Hum-

phrey Center (“Old Main”) on 

the 2nd floor.  These are all 

open meetings and any 

neighborhood resident is wel-

come to attend.  The more of 

us that can get involved the 

better, so consider this your 

invitation to attend any meet-

ing.  If you can’t make it to 

every meeting that’s ok but 

we would love to have you 

come whenever you can.  Eve-

ryone’s input is welcome, 

whether you would like to 

help with a special event or 

project or just come to meet 

your neighbors.  UPNA is 

accomplishing more each year 

so the more people that are 

involved the more good we 

can do!  

UPNA       
Membership Dues 

Remember that Annual Mem-

bership Dues are due the first of 

the year at January.  Dues are 

on a calendar basis. Dues are 

$10 for individual membership, 

or $25 if you want to be a Sup-

porter and $30 for a Business 

Membership. If you have any 

questions about your Dues, 

please feel free to contact Paul 

Cole—Membership Chair. A 

membership renewal form is on 

the back of this newsletter. 

Halloween Safety Tips: 
 Take a digital photo of your kids. While great for the scrapbook, it’s  

important to have a recent and detailed description in the event of an 
emergency. 

 Make sure your child’s costume is safe.  Is the fabric fire retardant?  

Does their mask have proper eye, nose and mouth openings?  Can 
they walk easily in it? 

 Use a buddy system.  If you are headed out with a group, make sure 
there is a buddy system in place.  It’s easy for a child to get left be-
hind or mixed in with other groups. 

 Know who your kids are trick or treating with.  Exchange phone      
numbers with your child’s friends and their parents.  In the event of an 
emergency, you can notify them. 
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COMMUNITY CAR CHECK-UP 2026 
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A Reminder from Des Moines Public Works 
With fall on the way, here's a friendly reminder to help us keep storm sewer intakes clear of leaves, 
trash and other debris! 
     While our Sewer Operations Division works hard every day to keep our drainage systems flow-
ing, they can't be everywhere at once. 
      Help them address issues before they arise by easily reporting them online, or calling our 24/7 
Customer Service line. 
     If you're more of a hands-on type and would like to clean it out yourself, we just ask that you do 
so safely — watch for traffic, wear gloves/protective clothing, and only clear off what's on top of the 
grate. DO NOT try to enter or reach into storm drains. 
     Thank you for helping us prevent sewer blockages and protect our waterways! 
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 Julefest is Grand View University’s Advent and Christmas gift to the community,    
featuring the Grand View Choir and Wind Ensemble. This highly attended event     
continues to serve as a free staple of the holiday season! Performances will be held at 
3 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
We are looking for local vendors to sell items at the market. Please note this event 
filled up last year, so applications are first-come, first-serve. 
https://www.grandview.edu/.../julefest-christmas-market... 
The Julefest Christmas Market will be open 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. Vendors should 
plan to arrive and check-in by 11:30 a.m., be ready to sell by 12:00 p.m., and stay until 
the conclusion of the market at 6:00 p.m.  For questions or additional information, 
please contact Angela Hall at ahall@grandview.edu. 

Public Safety Map Portal 

The Des Moines Police Department is pleased to announce a new online Crime Mapping Tool, providing 
the community with convenient access to information about reported crime throughout the city. 
The Crime Map can be found on the Des Moines Police Department home page under Quick Links by se-
lecting “Public Safety Mapping,” or accessed directly here: Crime Map | City of Des Moines – Public Safety 
Data Portal 
https://experience.arcgis.com/.../4941b89f.../page/Crime-Map 
The interactive map allows users to explore reported crime throughout Des Moines. Users can focus on a 
neighborhood or other area of interest, filter information by date and crime type, and select incidents on the 
map to view additional details. 
This tool is another way for DMPD to make public safety information more accessible and help residents, 
neighborhood associations, and community partners stay informed about crime activity in their area. 

https://www.grandview.edu/forms/julefest-christmas-market-vendor-application?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFLdXMzTnluZlpYN3kzVW9Zc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHiVGEClkUuuPkRP4ZR3eqEUgNPrqWQ6LoQy41cCszuDD_riSVMLFmOp3q0_a_aem_R09LOY7OQNZlotNA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fexperience.arcgis.com%2F...%2F4941b89f...%2Fpage%2FCrime-Map%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFLdXMzTnluZlpYN3kzVW9Zc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHil4OsYzdSqcgROwjamLlQ4BDYReMol4g5OpvJ8wc8xfTQxX
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The Heritage Carousel  
Thank you for a wonderful 
2026 Season at The Heritage 
Carousel. We are closed for 
the winter, but that doesn't 
mean you can't rent the Car-
ousel! As weather permits, 
consider planning your birth-
day party, a photo session, or 
celebration with us. Or plan a 
party for warmer weather in 
the spring! 
Rent the Carousel at: https://
heritagecarousel.org/rent-the-
carousel 
 
And watch for Light Up the 
Carousel coming at the begin-
ning of December. We'll light 
the tree and Santa will be 
there with other fun activities. 
Watch for the event to come!  

https://www.facebook.com/heritagecarousel?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZg31kHefnEICqivEKvicAlyk-TbQYuwuxJAcTrrl9t6g4SdPKFm4epKcZpxTf8PveIDFx2mNGxKSyzFQF7O0soX8SBBLb2GgXB27bvupcUB38NG0S0Z0bK0qHLwTb_i3t7OITZ3sYmDlzN1QVg5rVgPVi5FSU21v9WSxG8bUnbj940uxSh1IXjzp_N8jhZEyXPLnM8Hke
https://heritagecarousel.org/rent-the-carousel?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFLdXMzTnluZlpYN3kzVW9Zc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlQ2Gxea9qdhX_CwLIfi4OjvuO0nW6Pf4Ye09mUbJiwXuFi6XIqw9ikpqLEg_aem_LoYBGwXmtGHMI3Ebrxh6Zw
https://heritagecarousel.org/rent-the-carousel?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFLdXMzTnluZlpYN3kzVW9Zc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlQ2Gxea9qdhX_CwLIfi4OjvuO0nW6Pf4Ye09mUbJiwXuFi6XIqw9ikpqLEg_aem_LoYBGwXmtGHMI3Ebrxh6Zw
https://heritagecarousel.org/rent-the-carousel?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFLdXMzTnluZlpYN3kzVW9Zc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlQ2Gxea9qdhX_CwLIfi4OjvuO0nW6Pf4Ye09mUbJiwXuFi6XIqw9ikpqLEg_aem_LoYBGwXmtGHMI3Ebrxh6Zw
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December 6th —  Light up the Carousel 
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E-bikes and e-scooters might be faster than you think. A faster ride comes with more risk. Before 
they ride, know the ride. Let’s keep kids safe with smart choices and helmets every time.  
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SCRUB stands for SPRING CLEANUP to REDUCE      
URBAN BLIGHT. It is the City's mission to enhance the 
City’s neighborhoods by allowing residents an opportunity 
to remove yard waste and debris from homes and yards to 
reduce the blighted areas within the City. 
What kind of SCRUB events does the City of Des Moines 
sponsor? 
MEGA SCRUB: An event that is hosted by select       
neighborhoods within their section of the City. Any Des 
Moines Resident may participate. 
Transfer Station SCRUB: An alternate drop-off location 
used for SCRUB events. The Metro Waste Transfer      
Station is located at 4198 Delaware Ave. 
Compost Site SCRUB: A drop off site designated for yard 
and tree debris during SCRUB events. The Des Moines 
Compost Site is located at 1601 Harriett Street. 
SCRUB Event Reminders Free Drop off - Delays Possible 
Proof of Residency is required - Bring a photo id or current 
utility bill. 
Before each event, please review the SCRUB guidelines. 
MEGA SCRUB events now offer Household Hazardous 
Waste Disposal. (MEGA SCRUB sites only) 
SCRUB events are free to Des Moines citizens, therefore 
you may experience longer wait times based on             
participation. 
Questions - If you have questions about SCRUB events, 
please call at 515-283-4950. More information is available 
on the City website.  

Confused about holiday 
garbage collection?  
 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 
When the holiday listed below 
falls on a weekday, the garbage 
and yard waste collections will 
be delayed one day for the rest 
of that week. 
New Years Day 
Memorial Day  
4th of July 
Labor Day 
Thanksgiving Day 
Christmas Day 
Holidays not listed will not cause 
collection delays. 
Example: Thanksgiving falls on 
Thursday, so Thursday collection 
moves to Friday, and Friday will 
move to Saturday 
For questions, contact Public 
Works 24/7 at 515-283-4950 

LAST SCRUB DAY OF THE SEASON! 



Union Park Neighborhood Association 
PO BOX 16113 

Des Moines , IA 50316-9402 

info@unionparkdsm.com 

BECOME A MEMBER 

Name___________________________________ 

Address__________________________________ 

9-digit zip code_____________________________ 

Form is also available on our website at www.unionparkdsm.com 

Phone (optional)___________________ E-mail___________________________________ 

Yearly Dues: Three levels of Membership: $10.00 Family membership, $25 Supporter, $30 Business  

We accept cash, checks or Venmo only 

Please mail to UPNA Treasurer, PO BOX 16113, Des Moines, IA 50316-9402 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Paul Cole at Colepw2005@gmail.com 

If you do not have a printer, that is ok.  Just write your contact information on a piece of paper and 
enclose it with your check or cash and mail to:  

UPNA Treasurer, PO BOX 16113, Des Moines, IA 50316-9402 

Your information is always kept private.  We do not sell or give your information to ANYONE. 

NEIGHBORHOOD BOUNDARIES: 
The Union Park Neighborhood Association con-
sists of the neighborhood from Hull Avenue on 
the north, the railroad tracks (Glenbrook Drive) 
on the east, Washington Avenue on the south 
and the Des Moines River and Second Avenue 
on the west. 
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Did you miss our last newsletter issue or would you 
like to catch up?  Our newsletters are posted on our 

website at www.unionparkdsm.com 

@UPNApayment 
IMPORTANT: If using Venmo, PLEASE fill 

out the membership form as well so we may  
properly credit your membership account 
and mail to: UPNA Treasurer, PO BOX 

16113, Des Moines, IA 50316-9402 

All memberships are due on January 1st of each year.   


